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INTERNATIONAL NEWS (ENGLISH) 

Imran Khan sworn in as 22nd Prime Minister of Pakistan 

Imran Khan, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman and former cricketer, 

was sworn in as the 22nd Prime Minister of Pakistan on August 18, 2018. 

The oath-taking ceremony was administered by President Mamnoon Hussain 

at the President House in Islamabad. Khan‟s PTI party had won the general 

elections conducted in the nation in July 2018. However, his party had fallen 

short of getting full majority but it managed to scrape through a simple 

majority in the Pakistan parliament's confidence vote. Khan secured 176 

votes, just four more than the needed 172 for a majority, beating  Shehbaz 

Sharif, president of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) party, 

who got 96. 

 

India, Germany sign agreement for cooperation in sustainable urban 

development 

India and Germany on August 1, 2018 signed an agreement on financial and 

technical cooperation, with a special focus on sustainable urban 

development and renewable energy. The agreement was signed between 

German Ambassador to India, Martin Ney and Joint Secretary, (Department 

of Economic Affairs), Finance Ministry, Sameer Kumar Khare. The 

agreement mainly prioritises cooperation between India and Germany in the 

area of renewable energy. It also focuses on cooperation in sustainable urban 



development in areas of sanitation, solid waste management and promotion 

of urban mobility. The bilateral agreement will help reduce the emission of  

 

greenhouse gases and also help India in achieving its goal of curbing such 

emissions. 

India and UAE sign MoU on Artificial Intelligence 

India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) recently signed a Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) to boost their respective artificial intelligence 

economies. In this regard, the UAE Minister for Artificial Intelligence Omar 

bin Sultan Al Olama and Invest India‟s Managing Director and CEO Deepak 

Bagla signed an MoU to create a bilateral „Artificial Intelligence 

Bridge‟ with an aim to generate USD 20 billion in economic benefits during 

the next decade. The UAE-India collaboration will jointly set up a UAE-

India AI Working Committee (TWG) between the UAE Ministry for 

Artificial Intelligence, Invest India and Startup India. 

 

India-assisted emergency ambulance service launched in Sri Lanka 

India-assisted emergency ambulance service was launched in Sri Lanka by 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi through video conferencing from New 

Delhi. The inaugural function was held in Jaffna of the Northern Province, 

in the presence of Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe and 

several other dignitaries.  The service was earlier introduced in two 

provinces of Sri Lanka with grant assistance from India and it will now be 

expanded to the remaining seven provinces. This is the largest Indian grant 

project in Sri Lanka after Indian housing project. Besides providing 

ambulances, the grant covers training of manpower in India and meeting 

operational costs for one year.  

 



 

           India, China agree to maintain border tranquillity 

India and China reiterated their commitment to maintain peace and 

tranquillity along their border by enhancing communications between their 

militaries. The agreement came during a meeting between Indian Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping on the sidelines 

of the annual BRICS Summit in Johannesburg. Both leaders agreed to give  

their militaries the necessary directions to enhance communications between 

them and to maintain peace and tranquillity in the border areas.  

SPORTS NEWS (MATHS) 

              National Sports Day 2018 celebrated in India 

India on August 29, 2018 observed the National Sports Day 2018 to mark the birth 

anniversary of the legendary hockey player Major Dhyan Chand who was born on 

August 29, 1905. 

 

Every year on this day, the President of India confers National sports and 

adventure awards including Arjuna and Khel Ratna to celebrate the achievements 

of exceptional athletes in the country. However, this year, the date has been 

postponed to September 25, 2018 in the wake of ongoing Asian Games 2018. 

 

Indian athletes are currently participating in the Asian Games 2018, taking place at 

Jakarta, Indonesia. The Asian Games, also known as Asiad, is a continental multi-

sport event held every four years between athletes from all over Asia. 

           18th edition of Asian Games held in Jakarta, Indonesia 

The 18th edition of Asian Games was held in Jakarta, Indonesia from August 18 to 

September 2, 2018.  

The games took place simultaneously in Jakarta, capital of Indonesia and 

Palembang, capital of the province of South Sumatra, so as to accommodate all 

branches of sports 



    Ronaldo, Salah and Modric nominated for FIFA best player award 

Cristiano Ronaldo will go head to head with former Real Madrid teammate Luka 

Modric and Egypt´s Mohamed Salah as he seeks a sixth FIFA men´s world player 

of the year award. But Lionel Messi -- who has dominated the award along with 

Ronaldo over the past decade -- has been omitted from the shortlist after featuring 

in the top three for 11 straight years. Ronaldo, who like Messi is a five-time winner 

of the award, lifted a fourth Champions League title in five years before joining 

Italian champions Juventus in July. 

 

Sania Mirza awarded with 'Heroes Behind Heroes' honour for achievements  

in tennis 

Indian tennis stalwart Sania Mirza has been honoured with a „Heroes Behind The 

Heroes‟ award by Sony Yay for the services she has rendered towards the sports 

fraternity.  

Taking to social media to share the ecstatic news with her followers, Sania posted 

that she „dreams of giving back to the country through tennis‟:  

 

NATIONAL NEWS (SOCIAL SCIENCE) 

PSU refiners to use Iranian tankers for oil imports  

India will allow public sector refiners to import Iranian oil with Tehran arranging 

tankers and insurance after firms, including the country‟s top shipper Shipping 

Corp of India (SCI), halted voyages due to U.S. sanctions, sources said. 

New Delhi‟s attempt to keep Iranian oil flowing mirrors a step by China, where 

buyers are shifting nearly all their Iranian oil imports to vessels owned by National 

Iranian Tanker Co (NITC). 

The moves by the two top buyers of Iranian crude indicate that the Islamic 

Republic may not be fully cut off from global oil markets from November, when 

U.S. sanctions against Tehran‟s petroleum sector are due to kick in. U.S. President 

Donald Trump ordered the re-imposition of economic curbs after withdrawing the 

U.S. from a 2015 nuclear deal between Iran and six world powers. No one trading 

with Iran will do business with America, he said. 

 



OBC data to be collected as part of Census in 2021 

The  government has decided to collect data on other backward classes (OBCs) as 

part of the 2021 Census in a decision which marks a concession to the demand of 

the assertive “backwards”.  

“It is envisaged to collect data on OBCs for the first time,” a home ministry release 

said soon after home minister  Rajnath Singh chaired a meeting to take stock of 

preparations for Census 2021. This marks the end of policymakers‟ squeamishness 

over restoring caste as an index in population enumeration. 

Sharp hike in fuel prices 

. Fuel rates have been on fire since mid-August, rising almost every day due to a 

combination of a drop in rupee value and rise in crude oil rates.   

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (Science) 

Jupiter’s Great Red spot reveals signs of water: NASA 

Nasa scientists peering deep inside Jupiter‟s great red spot have detected signs of 

water above the planet‟s deepest clouds. A storm that has been raging on the planet 

for over 350 years has detected signs of water. The pressure of water combined 

with their measurement of another oxygen bearing gas, carbon-mono-oxide, imply 

that Jupiter has 2 to 9 times more oxygen than the Sun. 

 

India to host Space Expo in Bengaluru on September 6
th

 to 8
th

: 

India will be hosting the 6
th

 edition of Bengaluru Space Expo in Technology 

Capital Bengaluru from 6
th

 to 8
th

 September. The space Expo brings the industry 

and space agencies from various countries on one platform allowing to explore 

business opportunities. 

 

NASA Spitzer telescope completes 15 years in Space: 

Launched into a solar orbit in 2003, Spitzer has illuminated some of the oldest 

galaxies in the universe, revealed a new ring around Saturn, and peered through 

shrouds of dust to study new born stars and black holes. 

 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/The-Modi-government
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/home-ministry
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/rupee-value


Europe’s new Wind Mapping Satellite Aeolus launched: 

The Aeolus satellite will be the first to directly measure wind speeds and directions 

all over the globe , allowing scientists to improve worldwide weather forecasts. It 

is equipped with so called called Lidar nicknamed Aladin that fires powerful 

pulses of ultraviolet laser light  into the atmosphere. 

 

NASA tracks monsoon rains behind Kerala floods: 

Rainfall accumulations from August 13 to August 20 showed two bands of heavy 

rain across India. According to NASA, Kerala is facing the worst flood in nearly a 

century—that has left 231 people dead and forced 3.21 lakh people out of their 

homes. 


