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    by Vaishnavi and Disha 

Rejected by the country and unwanted by 
its neighbors, these “stateless entities” are 
one of the most persecuted minorities 
facing impoverishment and oppression for 
decades. There is a massive “ethnic 
cleansing” going on leading to mass 
atrocities perpetuated by security forces in 
the Northern part of the Rakhine state of 
Myanmar. 

The impossible living conditions created by 
Myanmar for the Rohingyas, raised a 
strong furor. All the countries agreed that 
the World cannot sit by and watch the 
genocide taking place. It cannot just say 
“Look, it’s not our problem”. The agenda 
for the session was introduced by Mr. 
Parth Gaikwad. 
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The current situation has seen some 
strident criticism from countries all 
over the globe, along with verbal 
protests. Germany and Brazil stood for 
protection of religious freedom and 
made their stance against brutal 
killings very clear. China, however 
decided not to interfere.  Bangladesh 
stated that the Rohingyas had no 
human rights and they supported the 
refugees by accommodating 300,000 
Rohingyas in the country, in spite of 
being a densely populated nation.  

 

A debate was witnessed between 
India and Bangladesh to which the EB 
remarked, “India is simply showing 
that it is interested in the issue and 
yet does not accept the crisis on the 
Rohingyas”. It further questioned 
India as to why it was not accepting 
the Rohingyas.  
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The diplomatic answer given by India 
was that, although it was a staunch 
supporter of HRC, yet it did not accept 
the Rohingyas into their country as it did 
not  recognize the crisis at all.  

Cuba, France, UK and USA followed the 
lead  by stating that they accepted the 
refugees in their nation in spite of their 
strict migratory laws. UK even 
announced the monetary help that it 
would give to fund the transportation of 
the Rohingyas to the US, which was 
improbable as the country is already 
running into debts of billions. An 
unmoderated caucus was followed by a 
formal debate started by Russia, France, 
USA and UAE who stated that The 
Quran believes in peace and urged the 
Islamic countries for help. 

 

A motion was raised by Thailand on the 

nationality and discrimination faced by 

the Rohingyas started by Bangladesh, 

who was called a hypocrite by France 

and Russia. A mud sling was witnessed 

between the delegates of Germany and 

Cuba which although humorous, went 

unappreciated. The general consensus 

remained that the abuses suffered by 

this marginalized minority could 

amount to crimes against humanity, 

which could not remain a one-sided 

humanitarian passion. Lasting solutions 

must be provided. 

 

 

 

 

by Ambika Bhardwaj 
 

In education, there is a golden 
triangle of quality, equity and 
inclusion. Until we have equality in 
education, we won't have an equal 
society. Education has been made a 
commodity. The foregoing matters of 
equity and equality were the major 
international concerns taken up at 
UNESCO Committee. The concerns 
and opinions of all the countries and 
delegates present were loud and 
clear.   
South Africa held the view that 
progress stems from education, but 
because of certain issues, people 
cannot attain education, hence, 
mankind is floundering. Therefore, 
everyone should join hands in 
attaining this ultimate goal. However, 
it was felt that contemporary debates 
on the quality of education run the 
risk of poor equity.   

Japan stressed upon the fact that its 
people are trying their best to have 
education with quality, equity and 
inclusion. For Japanese nationals, six 
years at elementary school and three 
years at junior high school are 
compulsory with the main focus being 
on control of violence. For them 
education is the passport for 
tomorrow which belongs to those 
who prepare for it today.  

Philippines emphasized the need for 
scholarships and equal opportunities 
just as it is provided to the 15 million 
students of Indonesia. In Ireland, 
education is compulsory from the age 
of 6 to 16. The function of education 
is to teach one to think intensively 
and critically. Australia raised a 
motion of linking sustainable goals 
with education. However, it was felt 
that education has encountered 
problems with sustainability due to 

 

 

 

wide disparities in enrollments 
between and within regions. For 
example, in Germany, the main 
problem is climate change, in 
France, it is poverty, while in South 
Africa, discrimination remains the 
prime concern.  

 

 

 

Netherlands strongly voiced its 
opinion that 'all education 
supporters should combine 
together for a larger effect on 
education', while New Zealand 
looks for new solutions in 
education and open mindedness, 
Russia stood for imparting basic 
information as the preliminary 
step towards education. India has 
already launched several schemes 
regarding the introduction and 
implementation of basic 
education by the name of Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan.  
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by Riya and Arjun 

“The world today is now on the 
precipice of a new and dangerous 
nuclear era.” Nuclear Armament is one 
of the major issues that is threatening 
global peace today. The question of 
disarmament and elimination of nuclear 
threats was the agenda of the GA 
session. It was felt that nuclear weapons 
were essential to maintain international 
security during the cold war because 
they were a means of deterrence. 
Deterrence continues to be a relevant 
consideration for many states with 
regard o threats from other states. But 
reliance of nuclear weapons for this 
purpose is becoming increasingly 
hazardous and decreasingly effective. 
The committee started with UAE 
speaking about the various threats 
caused due to nuclear weapons. Israel 
stated that the ‘elimination of nuclear 
threats is a long-standing priority’ and 
also reiterated the need to ban weapons 
leading to mass destruction. The 
Japanese delegate warned the other 
countries that although they were a 
peace loving nation, yet they would not 
hesitate to raise their voice if the need 
arose.  France, on the other hand, called 
for a total elimination of all nuclear 
weapons and suggested the other 
members to follow suit by joining the 
Comprehensive Ban Treaty and work 
towards the uprooting of nuclear 
threats. She further urged Iran to respect 
the IHL to avoid any recurrence of the 
Gaza war. 

 

 

 

 

North Korea called the nuclear attack 
by the US a well calculated move and 
the suspension of the treaty during 
general warfare by the USA, a 
deliberate attempt at asserting its 
superiority. The delegate called upon 
the committee to allow every country 
to keep nuclear weapons for self-
defense purpose only. 

 

India appealed to all the members to 
use the nuclear power for positive 
and constructive purposes. Her 
appeal was supported by the 
Canadian delegate who reinforced 
that the treaties and all the 
restrictions on nuclear threats disrupt 
the general and innocent use of it 
too.   

Iran and Israel came out to be the 
center of allegations as the delegates 
of France, New Zealand and DPRK, all 
aimed allegations against them. Later, 
the delegate of Netherlands directly 
targeted Pakistan by stating that she 
is supporting terrorism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

by their respective governments.  
Lack of negotiations among countries 
was considered as one of the greatest 
causes of the conflicts arising. 

The common consensus reached 

upon was that peace is the need of 

the hour, which cannot be kept by 

force and can only be achieved by 

mutual understanding. Nuclear 

weapons are totally irrational, 

inhumane and destructive weapons, 

capable of wiping out life from our 

planet Earth. 

 

 

 

 

The  world  today  is  now 

on the precipice of a new and 

dangerous nuclear era.  
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The discussion then specifically 
shifted to nuclear terrorism. New 
Zealand leveled allegations on Iran 
and even called upon the 
committee to suspend Iran from the 
membership. The delegate of 
Netherlands blamed Al-Qaeda and 
ISS for the highlighted problems. 
Republic of Korea put forth a 
solution that people must be 
intimated about the threats they 
face from the nuclear technology so 
they can make themselves be heard  

Aditi 



HARBINGER | VOL 1                                                                                     GDGPS MODEL UNITED NATIONS  

   

                                                                                                                                                           

 

by Lavanya and Anshita 

UN Women is the global champion for 
gender equality, working to develop and 
uphold standards and create an 
environment in which every woman and 
girl can exercise her human rights and 
live up to her full potential. 
 
The main functions of UN Women are - 
to support inter -governmental bodies, 
such as the Commission on the Status of 
Women, in their formulation of policies, 
global standards and norms; to help 
Member States to implement these 
standards, standing ready to provide 
suitable technical and financial support 
to those countries that request it, and to 
forge effective partnerships with civil 
society.  

 

The universal question of women’s rights 
was taken up in the UNW Committee, 
wherein topics like domestic violence, 
sexual harassment, molestation, rape, 
etc. were discussed and debated upon. 
USA set the ball rolling by stating that 
Latin America and Caribbean are always 
supporting women’s rights. The 
government prevents the state from 
discriminating against women and 
donates money to support their cause. 
This was immediately rebuffed by 
France, who wondered where the 
money donated by the government goes 
to. The Committee was shocked into 
silence when Ecuador confessed that 8 

 

 

out of 10 women in their country 
suffer violence and 20 percent of 
them are refugees from Colombia. 
Iran supported the cause by saying 
that there are many limitations for 
Iranian women as compared to 
American women such as they cannot 
wear fashionable clothes and cannot 
drink alcohol but obviously they are 
not living under a rock. 

 

Afghanistan strongly stated that 
“There is no tool more effective than 
the empowerment of women”, to 
which France counter-reacted by 
saying that “In Afghanistan, all judicial 
decisions are taken by men. 

The session ended with the delegate 
of Kuwait saying that “Darkness 
cannot treat darkness, only light can 
do that. Hate cannot treat hate, only 
love can do that. Similarly, we should 
love women and not hate and 
discriminate them.” 

Coming back to the agenda, United 
Kingdom highlighted the major 
progress including the political will to 
promote gender equality, the 
improvement of effective and 
adequate national equality 
mechanisms, financial commitment 
accountability, effective regional 
legislation, and the cooperation 
between women’s organizations and 
governments.   

 

 

“ It is heartwarming  to  see 

arch rivals USA and Russia 

coming together for the 

cause of Women 

Empowerment ”   

Norway was of the view that “ it is 
considered that two women equate 
a man, which is wrong. ” It also 
stated ‘when we think of women we 
only think about mothers, daughters, 
sisters who are just homemakers. 
They aren’t considered as the primary 
breadwinners and decision-makers.’ 

The delegate of Ghana stated that 
since women are active in supporting 
conflicts, it is not enough to conclude 
that giving women a greater role 
politically, will lead to peace. In a 
nutshell, the session was a sum of the 
former UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan’s words – “there is no tool for 
development more effective than 
the empowerment of women.” 

 

Empowering Women 
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by Siddhant and Devanshi 
 

The entire world appears to be in a 
tumult, and nature itself is feeling the 
assault of climate change. Our heavy 
reliance on fossil fuels has triggered the 
clear and present danger of climate 
change, which in a way is burning our 
way to prosperity.  

India stated they are looking forward to 
tackle the situation by reducing the 
Green House effect and the use of fossil 
fuels. France alleged that developed 
countries like USA were responsible for 
the maximum CO2 emissions, whereas 
China, being the most densely populated 
country hasn’t taken many substantial 
steps towards the ever increasing 
climatic change. It was also underlined 
that climate change has been a priority 
for the French government since the 
early 1990s. 

 

 

Meanwhile, Japan made a noteworthy 
revelation that CO2 is increasing at an 
alarming rate of 25% every year and 
stated that merciless mutilation of trees 
has reached an unsustainable level 
which is the prime cause of climate 
change.   

Australia highlighted the devastating 
consequences of deforestation 
ultimately leading to environmental 
degradation. The fact that bio-diversity is 
collapsing  at an alarming rate was  
 

 

 

further stressed upon. 

France stated that Brazil, China and 
Russia have a high rate of 
deforestation. Kuwait stressed upon 
an ardent need of implementing 
stringent rules to combat the issue of 
deforestation for the well-being of all 
the counties. 

Coming back to the views of the other 
delegates, Russia has made a pact to 
reduce the emission of green house 
gases by 25%-30% by 2030. 

Pakistan targeted India by stating that 
India stands third in Carbon dioxide 
emission and sixth in Green House 
Gas emission. The large carbon foot 
print owed its existence to the 
country’s high population and 
illiteracy rate.  

France stated an important point that 
for development, industries are 
important. However; this doesn’t 
mean that they will release harmful 
gases. Nuclear power is used in 
France to reduce carbon footprint 
and it was also the first nation to 
ratify the Quota Protocol. 

The carbon tax was defined as tax 
imposed on Green House Gas 
emission due to burning of fuels. 
Delegates belonging to countries like 
France suggested methods such as 
reduction in price of eco-friendly 
materials whereas Japan, on the 
other hand, discussed the agenda of 
closing all its thermal power plants by 
2023. Carbon taxing is seen as a step 
towards rebalancing a fairer society. 

China notified that  they charge 
higher tax on harmful  gas-emitting 
objects. Pakistan stated that it is 
ranked 32 worldwide with a meager  
percentage of 0.5 in carbon sharing. 
France stated  that  all  the efforts  to  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

implement carbon tax over the past 
15 years went in vain, in spite of bills 
being passed in 2014 and 2016. It 
was further highlighted that 
Australia, being a country with high 
carbon tax rate, has been adversely 
paving the way for acute harmful gas 
emissions. 

A check on the carbon footprint is 
also required in order to safeguard 
the national heritage and flora of a 
country. 

In a nutshell, we need to find a new, 
sustainable path to the future we 
want by bringing clean industrial 
revolution. 
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R:Initially there were a lot of problems 
regarding the procedure as most of the 
MUNers were first timers. Do you think 
that now they are doing better? 
 

C: See, there is nothing like a first time. If 
you have read a treaty, you have read it. 
Thus, if you know about something, you 
know about it. It really doesn’t depend 
on the number of MUNs you have. If a 
person has done 20 MUNs but is still not 
well read for the committee and if a 
delegate is attending his first MUN but is 
still well read and has researched well 
for the agenda, the delegate doing his 
first MUN will do better in the 
conference. Therefore everyone is doing 
okay till now. 
R: Are the proceedings of the committee 
progressing in the manner you wanted 
them to ? 
C: Yes, they are.  
R: The committee is discussing more and 
more about the  causes and 
consequences rather than solutions. So 
what would you like to say about that? 
C: The topic “eliminating nuclear 
threats” is in itself a wide topic. Thus it is 
important to discuss the other subtopics 
related to it. If you want to counter a 
problem, you have to counter the other 
related problems too. Because without 
them you cannot solve the actual, the 
whole problem. . It is important for the 
delegates to first get an insight about the 
problem before they can actually reach a 
solution. Thus it is good that we are is 
discussing more and more about causes 
and consequences rather than reaching 
out for solutions right now. 

       

 
 

 

R: What are your views about the 
allegations being levelled on Iran and 
Israel?  

C: Firstly, no country would like to or 
would want to expose its weapons in 
front of the world. Secondly, it is Iran 
and Israel’s foreign policy not to 
disclose any information related to 
the matter. Thus if anyone asks if they 
are having any nuclear weapons they 
would not disclose it or else the 
whole world would rush into their 
country and take away their weapons. 
Thus they are not replying or 
countering to those allegations yet. 

R: North Korea called the nuclear 
attack by the US a well calculated 
move not a military necessity. Any 
comments? 

C: I won’t say it was a calculated 
move, it wasn’t calculated at all, but it 
wasn’t a necessity too . With the 
ready fact that they did not consider 
to not use nuclear weapons then it 
means that it wasn’t actually a well 
calculated move. Because if they had 
made calculations they wouldn’t have 
done it. I wasn’t a military necessity 
too because you have killed civilians 
when you have dropped those 
bombs. The war happened between 
the armies. But you didn’t use it to kill 
the army, you killed the civilians. So, it 
wasn’t calculated enough but it 
wasn’t a military necessity too. 

R: Do you think that nuclear weapons 
are essential to maintain international 

security? 

 

   

 

 

 

                  

 

C: No, not really. See it depends upon 
the point of view from which I am 
looking. It totally depends upon the 
perspective. . It is completely natural 
for me to support weapons or nuclear 
weapons if I am having weapons. But 
if I am not possessing nuclear 
weapons I would not want the 
countries to possess them too, 
because that would put my country in 
danger. Thus nuclear weapons are 
not really essential for international 
security, it just depends upon the 
perspective from which we are 
looking at it. 

R: The North Korean delegate said 
that all the countries should be 
allowed to keep nuclear weapons for 
self-defense purposes only. So do you 
think that the self defense being 
talked about here is actually self 
defense or something else? 

C: Every nation has a weapon i.e. if 
you have a weapon I have a weapon 
and the presumption is I won’t shoot 
at you because you can shoot at me. 
But this doesn’t work with nuclear 
weapons. The moment I use a nuclear 
weapon, you can’t use it against me. 
Because once I have a fired a nuclear 
weapon, you won’t be left alive to 
reply to that attack. So I would just 
say that the ultimate security will be 
there when there will be no weapons.  
Secondly the war starts in the minds 
of men. You have to counter the 
minds of the people. 

R: At last, how has your experience 
been heading this committee so far? 

C: It is good. Indeed, the committee 
is progressing well. I even saw the 
delegates reading a copy of a draft 
resolution. So yes, it is heartening to 
see all of you doing so well.   

     THE LAST WORD….. with Mr. Devesh Gupta  (Chairperson,UNGA)                          

By Suraj Kaushal 
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