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Dear All, 

Greetings! 

 

April - the word itself has its roots in the Latin word 

aperio which means „to open‟. The Hindu New Year 

falls on this month and so do academic sessions. 

The first quarter of 2021 saw things turn better and 

we hoped for new beginnings.  With sessions 

continuing online, it became easier to reach out to 

students anytime and anywhere.  It also became 

imperative to evolve a model framework of learning 

derived from the experiences of the previous year to 

From The Principal’s Desk 

set the educational ball rolling.  The one great lesson taught by Covid-19 is that we 

are all in it together and together we have envisaged a healthy beginning by 

organizing a series of webinars to educate, empower and enrich. Sustainable and 

value added activities are being taken up to inculcate a sense of responsibility and 

liability. After all aren‟t we all stewards of this planet ready to hand down the legacy 

to our future generations? And, like Lincoln said, “You cannot escape the 

responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today”. As we continue to tread on this path 

of rebuilding the world around us, let hope and positivity be the beacon for these new 

beginnings. 

 

Warm Regards, 

Anupama Chopra  
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English Language Day: 

Celebrating Shakespeare  
 

From the „thou dost‟s‟ and „prithee‟s‟ to the 

„lol‟s‟ and „brb‟s‟, language has evolved 

significantly over the centuries. And yet 

Shakespeare is one of the first names that 

comes to our minds at the mention of English 

language; such is the everlasting impact of 

Shakespeare transcending all barriers of time, 

space and cultures. 

 

Our school celebrated 

International English Day on the 23rd April, 

which is traditionally observed as the birth 

and death anniversary of William 

Shakespeare. The day was filled with a 

plethora of activities including „Visit to 

Author‟s World‟, „Shakespeare in the 

Classroom‟, „Mighty Macbeth Acquaintance‟ 

and „Insight into Shakespeare‟s life‟ designed 

for various grades. 

English language not only adds a touch of 

convenience to communication but has been a 

gateway to art in the form of literature for 

several writers around the globe. Every day is 

a celebration of the beautiful language by 

itself but  one particular  day specially 

dedicated towards the language makes it even 

more special. 

 

The celebration  entertained  as well as 

informed our Goenkans by  increasing 

awareness about the history and culture of 

the English Language while appreciating its 

most famous playwright, William 

Shakespeare, along with innumerable other 

writers, poets and playwrights. 
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Homes Turned into Science 

Labs 

COVID-19 has changed teaching methodology in 

an absolute manner. Though classes are being held 

online, students have found it difficult to do 

scientific experiments as they do not have access to 

physical laboratories in school. Practical science 

activities and experiments have huge significance 

in the learning process of students. They engage 

students, helping them to develop important skills, 

understand the process of scientific investigation 

and develop a broad understanding of scientific 

concepts. With this in mind, our young and 

enterprising scientists of Classes IV to X were 

asked to use material that are easily available at 

their homes and set up small labs in their homes. 

Food items/ingredients (eggs, potatoes, raisins, 

etc.), disposable plates, wires, thread, Vaseline 

were used to do small experiments. The activities 

conducted included written descriptions assisted 

with photos, video-recorded demonstrations and 

live interactive demonstrations of experiments. Our 

young Goenkans prepared home-made drip 

irrigation system, osmosis systems, pollution 

catcher using the waste materials. The Students 

were instructed to explore website 

www.myplate.gov. which was followed by a small 

quiz (based on the intake of nutrients in a day by 

them).The students participated with great 

enthusiasm and were equally supported and 

encouraged by their parents, whose supervision 

was much needed and indeed praise worthy.  
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Bringing Wetlands to the 

Classrooms 
 

GD Goenka Public School, East Delhi 

conducted various activities as part of Ministry 

of Environment, Forests and Climate Change‟s 

awareness drive on wetlands under the “Bharat 

ka Amrut Mahotsava”. The festival was 

launched to mark 75 years of Indian 

independence by valuing the country‟s culture 

and ecological wealth.  

A series of activities for Classes III to IX were 

planned by our school to take this mission 

forward. This included a puppet show to 

educate students on animals found in wetlands, 

a quiz on some intriguing facts around 

wetlands, a virtual tour to wetland ecosystem 

and another on wetlands of Manipur, and also 

a slogan writing competition on „Save 

Wetlands‟. 

Educating youth on wetlands is essential to 

enhance public awareness and initiate 

conservation actions. Our Goenkans 

showcased great enthusiasm and zeal while  

participating in these activities. After learning 

the value of wetlands they took a pledge to 

protect the environment and become eco-

conscious citizens. 
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Lockdown Artists 
 

Colours have the power to directly impact the 

soul.  The lockdown has once again closed 

doors but hasn't clamped the spirits of our 

enterprising Goenkans. Art finds an expression 

through any medium and this was well 

expressed through the various types of 

paintings created by our budding artists. 

During lockdown, visual arts and paintings 

related activities were used to create engaging 

remote learning support for students to help 

them find comfort and cope with the new 

normal. 

Students from classes IV-X and XII were 

assigned various art activities such as doodle 

art, colour wheel, one stroke painting, 

bookmark creation, coffee painting and 

shadow painting. As these activities were 

conducted during lockdown, they were 

designed with a perspective that all the 

required tools and materials were readily 

available at homes – a few of the materials 

were directly picked from kitchen (e.g. coffee) 

and students‟ stationery boxes. 

These activities delivered much needed respite 

for students amid the pandemic as visual arts 

provided them a positive way to explore and 

connect with their expressive selves. 
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Save Water Campaign -

Conserve Water, Conserve 

Life 

 
Water is the elixir of life . However, it is a 

limited resource and that‟s why water 

conservation is the need of the hour.  To 

address this issue, students of Class VIII 

undertook a pledge to conserve water and the 

concerned teachers assigned various projects 

to help them achieve this environmental goal. 

The Students were encouraged to download 

the Water Footprint app from the Play store 

in their mobile phones and calculate the 

amount of water consumed  in  their 

household on a single day (by filling a form 

in the survey tab) .By clicking on the Data 

tab, they could observe the amount of water 

consumed by their families per day. This 

observation had to be made for one week.  

 

Furthermore, they were encouraged to  

devise and describe water conservation 

strategies which could be easily followed in 

their homes, and which were successful in 

reducing the water footprints. 

 

Lastly, they were also suggested to make 

their own Water Conservation device/ Model  

using innovative ideas like rain water 

harvesting sprinkles using easily available 

materials at home  to reduce the wastage of 

water . It was indeed an activity filled with 

fun and at the same time sustainable and eco 

friendly. 
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Fun with Numbers 
 

Mathematics is challenging to one‟s mind, and 

that is what makes it fun. There is nothing better 

than working on a difficult puzzle, and then 

getting a breakthrough. 

Teachers for Classes III to VIII taught students 

various concepts of mathematics through a 

myriad of activities. Students faced mathematical 

challenges in the form of quizzes, puzzles, 

scavenger hunts, art-integrated exercises (stained 

glass and craft), crossword puzzles, self-

explanatory worksheets and pictorial 

representations. For instance, our young 

Goenkans from class VI were imparted various 

concepts on the number system through a 

crossword puzzle exercise. Similarly, class V 

students revised the concept of numbers, places 

and place values through the scavenger hunt 

exercise. 

It was ensured that the materials used by the 

students as well as teachers were readily 

available at homes. The students responded with 

great excitement as if mathematics served as an 

adventure in which they were always discovering 

and learning new concepts. Their interest was 

also visible in their submissions, which were 

neatly and beautifully presented. 

They say, Mathematics is something which is not 

always easy, but what good adventure has no 

challenges?  
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Hindi Heartland: Uttar 

Pradesh 

 
Uttar Pradesh has had a long history of 

language and literature. The sheer variety and 

richness of the astonishing contribution of 

literary figures from Uttar Pradesh dates back 

to the ancient days. This is the land of Kabir, 

Tulsidas, Surdas and Keshavdas. There were 

other luminaries who were fabled for their rich 

endeavours. 

 

Keeping this in mind, classes III to VIII 

students were made aware of the cultural 

heritage of Uttar Pradesh through various 

activities – making PPT brochures on tourist 

places and their architecture, poster making on 

dance and musical instruments and scrap book 

presentations on the state‟s art and culture. 

 

The aim of the activities was two-fold. Firstly, 

to improve students‟ command over the Hindi 

language and secondly, to introduce them to 

the cultural significance of our traditions, art 

and craft.  

 

Our Goenkans enjoyed participating in these 

activities more than usual. As with all of them 

being restricted to their homes due to the 

pandemic, these activities came as a breath of 

fresh air, by giving them an opportunity to 

explore and travel to Uttar Pradesh, however, 

virtually. 
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Stayed Home: Stayed Safe: 

Stayed Fit 
 

With the advent of Covid-19 pandemic, the 

importance of fitness and health has once again 

come into the forefront of our discussions. We all 

have an added focus now to be in a better shape 

and have a strong immune system to counter any 

risks to our health. However, staying fit, while 

staying at home, came as a challenge and during 

these trying times, our school has a constant 

endeavour to encourage fitness and involve all 

our students in those events. 

In the past month, regular PE and Yoga activities 

(including running, jumping, jogging, stretching 

upper body exercises, juggling, balloons activity, 

fun games with rope and paper ball) under the 

supervision of our PE educators were held on 

Zoom platform. 

In addition to the regular fitness activities, 

students were constantly given suggestions on 

how to remain fit (both mentally and physically) 

by holding sessions with internal as well as 

external experts on zoom platform. 

One has rightly said, „he who has health has 

hope; and he who has hope has everything.‟ 
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Triumph Over Covid-19:  

A Webinar Series (1) 

 
GDGPS, East Delhi recently initiated a Webinar 

Series, “Triumph over Covid-19” which  aimed at 

providing students and the parents guidance and 

support about Covid-19. This month, two webinars 

were conducted for the parents, students and staff of 

our school. 

 

Prevention Trough Vaccination  

 

Capt. Khurram Shehzad, one of our parents, held a 

virtual session on “Prevention through Vaccination” 

on 29th April 2021. He flies for IndiGo Airlines as 

an Instructor on Airbus 320. Further, Capt. Khurram 

plays an active role as a philanthropist for social 

upliftment and is passionate about community 

service. 

 

He focused on how disease prevention is the key to 

public health. The session highlighted the 

significance of  vaccines and how as a community 

we can defeat the virus, by participating in the 

vaccination drive. The session concluded with a 

Q&A round with the attendees. 
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Triumph Over Covid-19:  

A Webinar Series (2) 

 
Parental Care During Stay Home 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has created different 

routine and new challenges for parents  and the 

family unit. We now have many parents working 

from home while supporting children in their 

schoolwork and free-time. In addition, they have to 

cope with the uncertainty and anxiety linked to the 

pandemic. 

 

Keeping this in mind, our school organised a Virtual 

Session with Dr. V.S. Ravindran on 30th April 2021. 

Dr. V.S. Ravindran, Director General, ICTRC, 

Delhi, is a renowned Educational Psychologist and 

Trainer. He provided his views on “Parental Care 

during Stay Home Period”.  

 

The webinar covered audience‟s experiences and the 

challenges they could be facing during the 

pandemic. The session ended with a lot of 

interesting questions from the audience.  
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